FIRST OVER EVEREST
includes nearly 20,000 feet of the most formidable cliffs that
could be imagined.
The policy decided on was that the leading machine, carrying
the chief observer, should be equipped with two still cameras
in addition to that for the survey and with one Sinclair Newman
cine-camera, the leading observer to devote most of his atten-
tion to obtaining an ample quantity of satisfactory obliques,
particularly of the mountains themselves. The following, or
supporting machine, carried the professional cinematographer
provided with two of the same type of cine-camera, who would
devote attention to the handling of these, regarding the still
camera, with which he was also provided, as supplementary.
In this way each observer had three cameras demanding full
attention, beside the Eagle camera whose functioning he shared
with the pilot. Further, in each case the principal camera for
the observer would be carried in duplicate to guard against the
work being interrupted by any of the multifarious hitches to
which these delicate instruments are liable at extreme altitudes.
For the chief observer we considered it unnecessary to provide
a full-sized camera as the duplicate for the P. 14 on account of
its reliability, and so a s| x 2\ Williamson Pistol camera was
used. A minor advantage was that it had an all-metallic shutter,
thus obviating the necessity of heating arrangements for it.
INERA-RED PHOTOGRAPHY
Our natural desire in the planning of the flight was to include
as many scientific activities as possible in order that the world
should reap the maximum benefit from the toil and money
that was to be expended.
Infra-red photography had been known for many years, but
had progressed very little beyond the laboratory stage until
I932,^and by the summer of that year, Mr. Bloch, of Messrs,
flford's Research Department, had brought infra-red photo-
graphy to such a state of advancement that it was possible to
take photographs by this method from the air.
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